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D.C.INPUTORR.F.
OUTPUT?

In *Arcareur radio” for June, 1932, Pat Hawker
laments the replacement of “d.c. input power™
regularions by new [Emitations on “dBW carrier
power” cin the revised Amatear Licence
Schedule: Whale [ tend to agree that the dBW 15
not partcularly welcome, the change to an “r.f.
outptr” criterion is [ong overdus.

“Dvc, inpur was firmly rocied in the days of
valve transmitters and constant-carmizr moedes,
when bath b.t. voltage and anode current were
metered, and the meter needles would suy sdli
to be read! For most radio amateurs = like itor
ot — those days are gone. Erther our mransmit-
ters tend to be solid-state and bave only rf.-
DULPUL meterning, o they are primasly designed
for s.s.b. In both cases it makes more sense o
measure r.f, ourput, and this can be done with
acceptable sccuracy for the Amateur Service. At
low powers, e accuracy r:qm.re:nml: is
minimal {at least for segulstory purpeses), and
at higher powers citho commercial power
meters can Be used, or extremaly simple home-
fade equipment, such as on ewisting 5081,
meter can be calibrared accurszely by transfer.

Although a d.c.-input limit does encourage
Eigh-efficiency amplifiers, is that what we really
need? In today's crowded bands, the most im-
portant charzcreristic of a signal is its qualiry,
and an rf-ourpur limir allows amareurs to
operate thelr tapsmitters in a more linear,
though less efficient, manner.

The demise of d.c.-input limits is 3 welcome
advance, but other telice of the past reenacn in
the new Schedule: for exampls, the 6dB dif-
ferenee berween the power lmats for cow.
(ALAB) and for s.s.b. (J3E). Can anyone ex-
plain huw a c.w. signal with a well-shaped key-
ing waveform differs sigmificantly in interfer-
ence polential from an s.s.h. fj!-EJ signal of the
same peak envelope puwer, and why the power
limits for the two modes should not be the
same? The &IB penaley agzinsr €%, 13 a legocy
of the transition o s.5.b. from phte-ar.d-sc:c:n
modufazion, amd Bes no currest relevance. n
any Further reve ions of the Schedule it deserves
a ve.\.-m burial, alongside d oL mput limits.

Tan F Wehuie, GISER
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