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This month 1 would like to recap something thot all

operators, on any band, should remember and proctice. It
deo!s with building and operating what we oll have in the
shock when we are operating high power omplifiers. This is
the POWER SUPPLY,

Some of our readers may know of the accident
KDP?GK(WB7TYU) had o few weeks ago, which caused con-
sideroble pain and nearly took his life.

While operating 2 meter EME, there was a problem in
Weldon's power supply, which needed correction. | know
Weldon personally, and living only o few miles from his
homae, know the type of equipment he operates, which is
relatively safe. However, his first mistoke was not unplugg-
ing the AC wall plug before putting his hond in the supply.
While reaching into the supply with o screwdriver, his
fingers or screwdriver touched something with the full 3000
VOC source. The primary reloys hod apparently welded
themseives shul, and even with the B+ switch turned off,
remained energized. You can guess the results of 3000 VDC,
at probably 200-300 omps for an instant; ot least long
enough to finally blow 0 25 amp tuse in the primary line.

Aher several days in INTENSIVE CARE and regulor room
core, he wos relessed, in good shape, with a skin groft re-
quired where his arm grounded to the chassis.

This brings to mind some of the things | have personally
done in the past while building or repairing my own
amplifiers or power supplies. in my Amateur Rodio ex-

perlence, | have constructed at least é high power omps,
from 5 band HF amps to what | now run on 2 meters, all with
voltages of 3000 and up. In a rush 1o get something repalred
or patched together, | have in the past gotten in the power
supply sooner than | should have ond without unplugging it.
Fortunately though, I've never touched the wrong parts
before at leasi bleeding or grounding the 8-+,

Some of the things | consider important when working with

powaer supplies are:

1. Always unplug the ACline to the power supply
before putting your hands in i,

2. Always ohsarve the plate or screon voltage meters
before touching the power supply or power supply
leads 1o the equipment.

3. Always ground the B+ load ot the power supply before
working in it or in the case of working on the plote
tank circuit, short the plate fines or coils to the
chassis.

Some other suggestions may include interlock switches on
the plate circuit covers and power supply covers; various
reminders near dangerous parts such as ‘UNPLUG IT FIRST,
DUMMY " etc. |

All these things will hel;ﬁ remind you of how dongerous
high voitage can be. Remeniber, 3000 VDC with an ovailable
operating curren? CAN KH1L YOU. Keep it safe ond stay
alive. .
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l.e Radio-Amateur
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¢ Radio-amateur est un grand’ solitaire
Le radio-amateur est un grand voyageur
Il prend contact avec tous les hommes de la terre.
Dans sa petite ¢abine ;l est toujours ailleurs -
Clest unl grand passzonne voyageant dang l'espace‘yi
Sans fil et sans fusée parmi tous ses trésors :
De notre socmete figure toutes les classes - S
Et tous les Ages aussi chacun dans son décor . -
Vous étes les maillons d'une chaine sans £fin - ,',
Prouvant que dans ¢e monde |tout n'est pas. inhumain - 5
Quand on entend bonjour ou}s lut les copains-
On sant flotter dong liair e coxdiales pu&yﬂses d‘ma+na L
' De vos appels fournis vous regroupez le monde. E TR o
En rondes invisibles mais réelles pourtant: = . .
Vous &tes en éveil chaque mlnuxe, chaque seconde,;
De votre vigilance parfois une vie dépend,. ! i
Je vous salue ici tous radios-amateurs =~ - b
Moi qui ne suis pas méme une voix sur les ondes =
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Jtsuis une petite oreille au bout d'un écouteur =
Qui vient vous saluex ands de par ‘le monde. R g
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